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ASSIGNMENT
EFI Global Inc. (EFI) received this assignment on September 22, 2021 from Scott Hamilton with Ottercreek Group
LLC, to investigate a residential structure fire at 5281 Locust Hill Lane, Dublin, Ohio 43017.
The scope of this assignment and subsequent instructions were to:
 Determine the origin and cause of the fire.
 Prepare a report of the investigation.

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS




An unknown person(s) unlawfully entered the unoccupied structure through a window in the great room
located centrally on the south (rear) side of the structure.
The fire originated near the south wall of the great room.
The fire was caused by an unknown person(s)dispersing an ignitable liquid that had been dispersed across
the great room and down a hallway on the west side of the structure.

BACKGROUND
The subject property had been undergoing a remodeling project that commenced in March of 2020. The structure
was being converted from a single-family dwelling to a residential assisted care home for seniors. Figure 1 depicts
a 2017 photograph of the general exterior of the property pre-fire.

Figure 1: 2017 Photo from Franklin County Records.
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The day prior to the fire staining was taking place in the indoor pool room at the east end of the structure. Staining
rags were laid out around the perimeter of the pool. Additional staining was taking place on the second floor near
the front of the structure, those rags were laid out on sawhorses.
The Washington Township Fire Department arrived on scene at 12:22 a.m. to find heavy smoke and fire.
Suppression was completed defensively using three aerial devices along with ground level master stream devices.

PROCEDURES
The assignment was conducted utilizing a systematic approach identified as the scientific method. The scientific
method is a principle of inquiry that forms a basis for legitimate scientific and engineering processes. The scientific
method is the recommended methodology provided by the National Fire Protection Association 921, Guide for
Fire and Explosion Investigations, 2021 Edition.
1. A fire scene examination was conducted on September 23, 2021. Present during this examination was
Mathew Decker of EFI Global. Scott and Keith Hamilton were present for portions of the examination.
2. The following individuals were interviewed:


Scott Hamilton (owner)



Colton Hamilton (son)



Keith Hamilton (brother)



Investigator Chad Hamilton (no relation) -Washington Township Fire Department

3. Washington Township Fire report was obtained and reviewed.
4. Dublin Police reports were obtained and reviewed.
5. Fire Debris samples were collected and sent for analysis.
6. Fire Department photos and Ring Doorbell videos were obtained from the Washington Township Fire
Department and reviewed.
7. A written report was completed at the request of Scott Hamilton.

DATA COLLECTION
Site Examination Observations
The structure was a two story residential assisted care home for seniors. The structure was situated in an upscale
neighborhood on a Cul-de-sac. The front of the structure was referenced to face north. The exterior walls were
wood framed and finished on the outside with wood siding. The roof was covered with asphalt shingles.
The front (north) side of the structure had severe fire damage to the second story in the center of the structure.
The roof had been consumed along with most of the west wall of the second story. The second story windows had
been broken out, charring to the upper portion of the window frames and surrounding wood siding established
the fire had ventilated out of the second-floor front facing windows. The upper portion of the single-story west
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end roof had been consumed nearly its entire length. The first-floor entrance door and windows from the center
to the west end had been boarded over with plywood. Windows on the single-story section at the east end were
found to be intact.
The single-story east end displayed no fire damage. The west end of the second story in the center of the structure
had smoke staining and mass loss visible to the soffit.
The west end, south side single story section displayed no fire damage windows and doors were intact and
functional. The two-story addition near the center of the structure on the south side had charring and melted
soffit on its west side. The second-floor windows were broken out and the first-floor windows were boarded over
on the south side. From the west side, the first-floor wall of the addition was covered with OSB, the second-floor
wall was mostly consumed and or collapsed and the roof had been consumed.
Immediately to the west of the addition was a debris pile that consisted of metal scaffolding and burned wooden
structural components. A portion of the south side of the great room subfloor was visible in front of a temporary
wall that had been constructed diagonally across the south end of the room. A portion of an irregular shaped fire
pattern was visible in the south west corner. Broken glass was found in this area that was found to be clean on
both sides. A sample of the glass was collected as evidence. The original two-story section was consumed in a
radial pattern that decreased in intensity from the south wall toward the front of the structure.
The west end of the center structure had a partially boarded window with charring and mass loss of the wall near
the peak.
The single-story section at the west end had its door and windows boarded over and the roof was consumed from
the second story section to approximately three feet from the west end of the structure.
The rear yard had a tree line that on its east and south sides completely blocked the view of Dublin Road behind
the property.
Electrical service entered the structure via underground service lateral on the south side (rear) near the west end.
The electrical load centers were positioned in the basement, first floor foyer, and pool area, with main breakers
at the rear service entrance. One breaker was found in the “tripped” position the other was found in the “OFF”
position. Natural gas service entered the structure on the north side of the structure.
The interior examination began at the rear door entering into the pool room at the east end of the structure. Mr.
Hamilton provided access through the locked battery-operated combination handle. The lock operated properly
and automatically locked. There was no evidence of forced entry or damage to the door. The pool room had minor
smoke damage throughout and soot depositing above the door located in the north west corner of the room. A
furnace and pool heater were in a room on the north side of the pool, no fire damage was noted to the room or
its components.
Smoke alarms were not identified within the structure. The alarm system for the structure was not yet completed.
The fire suppression system was installed with the final inspection was scheduled for the morning of the fire and
was not active at the time of the fire.
The room to the north of the pool room contained a saw, planer and building materials. It had moderate smoke
damage and minor melting of plastic materials along the west side, the ceiling on the west half of the room had
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been pulled down. The room across the hall to the north contained a worktable with paper plans on it. The room
had moderate smoke damage at its upper level.
In the hallway to the west of these room was the upper edge of a fire pattern that extended from mid-wall in a
downward fashion toward an additional room to the south and the foyer. The fire pattern had charred paint on
its outer edges in the hallway that transitioned to calcified drywall near the foyer.
The room south of the foyer and east of the great room had severe soot deposits and drywall calcification that
increased in intensity toward the great room to the west. At the south wall of the room was a doorway that led
to the two-story addition. The two-story addition consisted of an elevator and two living units each containing a
bedroom and bathroom. The bathrooms were under construction and did not have fixtures yet. Doors to the
rooms had minor charring at their tops and soot deposits on the walls, all of which increased in intensity toward
the east and the great room.
The foyer had an open stairway and cathedral ceiling that had severe fire damage from top to bottom. Charring
was visible on both the top and bottom of the open stairway. The charring and drywall calcification increased in
intensity toward the south which was the entrance to the great room in the center of the south side of the
structure. The roof above the foyer had been consumed.
To the west of the foyer was the kitchen, which had moderate soot deposits throughout specifically at the upper
level, and blistering paint toward the south east closet to the great room. The ceiling had been pulled down. Some
appliances were in the room but had not yet been installed, and there were no cabinets or plumbing fixtures.
A small room along the west wall of the kitchen contained two electrical distribution panels, the covers for both
were found on the floor. Wiring within both panels was intact with color showing on the insulation. Both panels
had several open circuits available, and all circuit breakers were found in the “tripped” position. The ceiling above
the panels was fire damaged, and it was noticed that the roof above this area had been consumed. Insulation on
the branch circuits in the ceiling had been consumed. There was no evidence of electrical activity or a fault found.
The great room displayed the most severe fire damage. It was evident that previous debris removal had been
conducted within the room. A temporary wall had been installed diagonally across the room at the south end. The
roof above and several ceiling joists had been totally consumed. The remaining ceiling joists were heavily charred
with the most severe charring and consumption of the second floor that extended partially over the room and
located near the center. Remaining drywall had a heavy soot deposition and calcification. The plywood subfloor
was extremely bowed upward and fully loose in several locations.
An irregular fire pattern extended from the southwest portion, then turned in both the east and west directions
towards the interior entrances. A hole approximately four feet in diameter was found burned through the subfloor
near the northwest end. Several holes were noted in the most charred areas of the floor. Several wall studs had
been exposed; some were charred on the outer edges only and others were undamaged.
An electrical receptacle outlet box could be seen along the east wall. The wiring appeared to be folded into the
box as if the receptacle had not yet been installed, this was visualized from across the room. An existing receptacle
was noted on the west wall above a hole burned through the floor. The receptacle had surface thermal damage
and was found to be along the outer edge of a “V” fire pattern extending up the wall.
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A hallway extended to the west from the great room that led to the basement stairway, a south exterior door,
and three additional living units. The roof above the hallway had been mostly consumed and debris still covered
the floor. Charring to molding and small fire patterns were visible on the walls at the floor level approximately
halfway down the hall.
Debris removal was completed, and an irregular fire pattern was found on the floor that was an extension of the
same pattern found in the great room. The remaining rooms had moderate soot deposition and a consumed roof;
all damage decreased in intensity away from the great room area. The hole to the south leading to a rear exterior
door was also covered in debris and the exterior door was found on the floor. Upon examination of the door and
door frame both exhibited evidence of forced entry around the locking mechanism.
The basement was examined and found to have minor to moderate smoke damage throughout. Evidence of
standing water was noted on the floor and walls. Fire damage was noted to the ceiling area directly under the
great room consisting of a hole burned through the ceiling/floor and partially consumed and heavily charred joist.
Several areas had been shored up with 2” x 4” s. Fire debris within the room was concentrated under the hole
that had burned through the great room floor. No evidence of a fire originated in the basement was found.
The examination of the remaining portions of the second floor was limited due to structural instability. Fire
patterns found on the second floor increased in intensity from the area above the great room.
Examination transitioned back to the great room area. Due to the floor conditions and structural instability the
great room was only accessed by areas close to the entrances. Three fire debris samples were collected from the
great room areas that could be accessed. Two additional fire debris samples were collected from the floor of the
west hallway.

Evidence
The below evidence has been placed in an EFI Global evidence storage facility and will be maintained under the
custody and control of EFI Global until written authorization to dispose of the evidence is received.
Item Number
1
2
3
4
5
6

Description
Floor fire debris East Great room near fireplace
Floor fire debris West Great room entrance
Floor fire debris West Great room wall near stairs
Floor fire debris East end hallway
Floor fire debris West end hallway
Glass removed from south side of Great Room

Fire Debris Analysis Results
Items #1-5 were forwarded to the EFI Global chemical laboratory on September 23, 2021 for analysis for the
presence of ignitable liquids. On September 28, 2021, a laboratory report was received stating debris samples 15 tested negative for the presence of ignitable liquids. Negative samples do not preclude the possibility that an
ignitable liquid was utilized and subsequently consumed by the fire. A copy of the laboratory results is provided
as Attachment 3.
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Weather Information
Weather data on the date of the fire was obtained from www.wunderground.com Temperatures at the time of
the fire were 16 degrees Fahrenheit. Mostly cloudy skies, no precipitation, and a 6-mph north wind. A copy of the
weather report is provided as Attachment 6.

Interviews
Scott Hamilton – Property Owner
At the time of the fire, remodeling activities were on going throughout the structure. There were no known issues
with the structure. The sprinkler system was inactive, and they were awaiting the final inspection the week of the
fire. There were no floor coverings installed at the time of the fire and electrical work was on- going. Activities the
day prior to the fire included painting of walls and staining of wood trim being completed by his son Colton and
his brother Keith. Doors were also being hung by a subcontractor. Mr. Hamilton stated that they did not have a
gas can or gas operated equipment on the property. The only flammable liquids would be stain, and possibly brush
cleaning solvents. He is a non-smoker.
The fire department used a chain saw to open the front door and told him they were able to push the rear pool
room door open. Mr. Hamilton confirmed the battery-operated electronic locking handle was the same that was
present at the time of the fire.
Mr. Hamilton explained the following issue he was having with several neighbors concerning the property’s use.
In February 2018, Priscila, and Scott Hamilton, reached out to the City of Dublin Planning Division, to confirm
whether zoning code would allow for converting a single-family house for use as a residential assisted care home
for seniors in the Dublin community. Through March and April 2018, they were able to confirm with the City of
Dublin Planning Division and the City of Dublin’s legal counsel that this was a permitted use under zoning
provisions defined as a community residence, allowing for up to 12 residents with disabilities.
On April 26, 2018 the Hamiltons viewed the property at 5281 Locust Hill Lane and entered into a contract to
purchase the home on May 2, 2018. At this point they were advised by the City of Dublin Planning Division to file
for a Certificate of Zoning Plan Approval; on May 3, 2018 they submitted a Zoning Compliance Request Form to
the City of Dublin. On May 8, 2018 the Hamiltons received a letter confirming they were in compliance with the
zoning code to convert the home for five or more unrelated individuals with disabilities with a maximum of twelve
residents.
The Hamiltons closed on the home on July 18, 2018. The Hamiltons contracted with an architect on September
15, 2018 and submitted architectural drawings and a building permit application to the City of Dublin on December
4, 2018. The plans were revised based on feedback from the City of Dublin, and they received phased approval of
the revised plans on June 7, 2019 followed by full approval from the City with full building permit issued on
December 2, 2019. The Hamiltons closed on a construction loan on February 14, 2020. Additional changes were
made, and a full building permit issued on November 4, 2020.
In August 2020, the Hamiltons learned that their neighbors objected to their plans and were contacted by Attorney
Michael Close (former mayor and Council member) inviting them to share their project plans with the neighbors,
which they did on August 31, 2020. Then on Friday, October 2, 2020 a Motion for Temporary Restraining Order
(TRO) was filed by some neighbors to “stop construction, construction activity or approval of permits at 5281
Locust Hill Lane to preserve the residential nature of the neighborhood.”
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On October 13, 2020, the Hamilton’s legal counsel filed a motion to vacate the TRO which was granted on October
21, 2020. This TRO work stoppage from October 6 through October 21, 2020 ultimately delayed construction on
the property. Included in the October 2, 2020 motion for TRO, was a motion for Preliminary and Permanent
Injunction to stop construction. On October 28, 2020 a full hearing was held, and the motion ultimately denied by
the court on May 4, 2021.
On December 7, 2020, during the Citizen Comment period of the Dublin City Council meeting, Locust Hill Lane
resident David Tiefenthaler made a statement on behalf of all neighbors, followed by a statement by their
Attorney Michael Close including misinformation and disparaging remarks, objecting to the Hamilton’s project,
and arguing that it violated the deed restrictions.
Based on the comments made by the Council during the meeting, as well as potentially three Executive Session
Council meetings on December 12, 2020, January 19, 2021, and February 8, 2021, regarding “Conference with an
attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving the public body that are the subject of pending or
imminent court action,” the Hamilton’s believe that some or all of the Council were actively seeking strategies to
stop the project from moving forward and were communicating/coordinating with Michael Close to prevent the
plans from being completed.
On February 25, 2021, one of the neighbors, David Haid, called Scott’s brother Keith, who he had known previously
through work, and told Keith that the neighbors wanted to buy the property from the Hamilton’s. David Haid
placed a second call to Keith on March 12, 2021 as a follow up to his prior call.
Keith Hamilton (Scott Hamilton’s brother)
The day before the fire Keith Hamilton worked at the property until 3:00p.m. He had spent most of the day staining
wood trim on the second floor towards the front. When finished his staining rags were laid out over sawhorses.
He is a non-smoker.
Keith Hamilton stated at the time of the fire the great room contained some scaffolding, a door roller, and some
buckets of drywall mud. He believed the receptacles were installed but was sure nothing would have been plugged
into them.
Keith Hamilton added the neighbors had created several issues and he had been approached on two occasions by
David Haid to inquire with his brother to sell the property to the neighbors. The neighbors would often drive by
taking pictures.
Keith Hamilton believed the neighbor across the street at 5300 was a snowbird and was in Florida at the time of
the fire. Keith Hamilton stated they did not have a gas can or gas operated equipment at the property.
Colton Hamilton (Scott Hamilton’s son)
614.804.0683
Colton Hamilton was working at the house the day before the fire and left at 3:30p.m. The contractor hanging
interior doors, Tom McMillen, was still there when he left. That day he had painted primer on some of the walls
and was staining wood trim in the pool room. When finished he laid his staining rags out around the pool. He is a
non-smoker.
Colton Hamilton believed the neighbor across the street at 5300 was a snowbird and was in Florida at the time of
the fire. Colton Hamilton stated they did not have a gas can or gas operated equipment at the property.
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Fire Official’s Report and Interviews
The Washington Township Fire Department received the call at 12:17 a.m. on February 10, 2021 and arrived on
scene at 12:22 a.m. to find heavy smoke and fire showing from the second floor. Fire suppression was completed
by defensive operations utilizing three aerial devices along with ground operated master stream devices. A copy
of the Washington Township Fire Department report is provided as Attachment 4.
Investigator Chad Hamilton Washington Township Fire Department
614.652.3933
chamilton@wtwp.com
Investigator Chad Hamilton was interviewed by Matthew Decker and Kevin Sanders of EFI. Investigator Hamilton
stated that it was a pretty political neighborhood, and the neighbors did not seem to like the idea of the proposed
building use. Many complaints had been filed with the township from the neighbors. He believed there was also
pending litigation between the neighbors and property owner. There had been a break-in back in December and
some tools were missing. The owners provided pre-fire photos to the fire department.
The fire department interviewed all contractors which were there day prior to the fire. The property contained a
nonactive fire suppression system which had only had the hydro test done, the valves were turned off at the
hotbox, and the alarms were not monitored yet. The city of Columbus was scheduled to inspect and perform the
backflow test.
The fire was found going through the roof just after midnight. The first arriving officer Lt. Erickson of Ladder 95 in
a statement said upon arrival, fire was exiting all windows and openings on the second floor. Forced entry was
made through the front door under the canopy. The rear door to the pool area was found not to be able to be
secured as there was no strike plate on the frame. However, the door was closed at the time of the fire.
Investigator Hamilton stated the owner had told him construction was 80% complete, however it only appeared
to be approximately 60% complete. The owner’s brother had been staining in the pool area the day before the
fire, stain rags were found laid out by the pool. The owners brother provided a diagram which identified the work
area and location of the stain cans.
The area of origin was the first-floor center of the structure, there was a limited fuel load. Appliances within the
structure were not connected and in an adjoining room. The floor had holes burned through and had partially
collapsed. Liberty Mutual had contractors shore up the floor. Samples were collected and came back negative.
Investigator Hamilton had to return a couple of days after the fire to examine the basement as there was several
feet of water in the basement from fire suppression.
Mark Shockman and Scot Russ of FEC investigated the claim for Liberty Mutual Insurance. The fire department
participated in three joint scene examinations. During excavation, clean glass was found below a window at the
rear of the structure and a gas can was recovered in close proximity. FEC sent the gas can for analysis and negative
results were received. There were no mechanical or electrical devices found in the room of origin.
The fire department now has custody of the gas can. The FBI reached out to the fire department concerning crimes
against a protected class, Agent Julie Becker jabecker2@fbi.gov . Investigator Hamilton stated the fire department
has not concluded their investigation yet.
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Investigator Hamilton was asked about the forcing of the door to the west of the great room. He could not confirm
if the door was open or had been forced by the fire department. The Washington Township Fire Department has
possession of the gas can.
Investigators Note-Kevin Sanders of EFI requested statements from witnesses and firefighters as well as the
opportunity to photograph any evidence recovered. Investigator Hamilton consulted with the Legal Department
and the request was denied.

Review of 911 Calls

Three 911 Calls were received by the Northwest Regional Communications Center. There was no date or time
information attached to call recordings.
Caller 1 was Dene Sanfillipo, neighbor at 5241 Locust Hill who reported she turned onto the street and saw “major
flames entire top of house, looks like it is ready to collapse”.
Caller 2 was Chad Collins, who was driving by on Dublin Rd. reported “whole top floor involved”.
Caller 3 was Kimberly Wolman, 5150 Dublin Rd. neighbor who reported she “smelled smoke, looked outside and
saw flames at top of house”.

Review of Ring Doorbell Video
The Ring Doorbell footage consisted of seven individual videos that were approximately three seconds each. The
footage was taken from 5309 Dublin Rd. Dublin, Ohio which is located across the street to the northwest of 5281
Locust Hill Lane.
Ring Video 1, according to the Meta Data, was created on February 9, 2021 at 11:28p.m. At the immediate
beginning of the video a rear light that shuts off is seen at 5300 Locust Hill Lane and there is a car in the driveway
pulled up to the house. A flash can be seen mid-way up a first-floor window that appears to be from the rear
interior towards the center of the structure at 5281 Locust Hill that rapidly erupts to fire showing through the
visible first floor windows.

Figure 2: Car in driveway 5300 Locust Hill
Ring Video 2, according to the Meta Data, was created on February 9, 2021 at 11:43p.m. Showed fire throughout
first floor and smoke on the exterior. Car still visible in driveway of 5300 Locust Hill Lane.
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Ring Video 3, according to the Meta Data, was created on February 9, 2021 at 11:58p.m. Showed the fire dying
down on the first floor possibly with severe interior smoke conditions. Increasing exterior smoke. Car still visible
in driveway of 5300 Locust Hill Lane.
Ring Video 4, according to the Meta Data, was created on February 10, 2021 at 12:13a.m. Showed a large eruption
of fire throughout the first and second floors. Smoke is visible at the yard of 5309 Dublin Rd. Car still visible in
driveway of 5300 Locust Hill Lane.
Ring Video 5, according to the Meta Data, was created on February 10, 2021 at 12:28a.m. Showed the fire
Department established on scene. Car is no longer visible in driveway of 5300 Locust Hill Lane.
Ring Video 6, according to the Meta Data, was created on February 10, 2021 at 12:43a.m. Fire Department on
scene.
Ring Video 7, according to the Meta Data, was created on February 10, 2021 at 12:58a.m. Fire Department on
scene.

ANALYSIS
Fire Origin Analysis
As fire develops, the production of heat and smoke create various fire effects, including mass loss, charring,
deformation, lines of demarcation, arc sites on electrical wiring, and many others1. These effects create
recognizable patterns that are utilized with fire dynamics to identify the spread of fire throughout a structure.
Observations of the fire by witnesses and first responders provide additional data for analysis and understanding
of the fire’s development.
The timeline created by the review of the Ring Doorbell videos established the fire started and appeared to be
from the rear interior towards the center of the structure at approximately 11:28p.m. and accelerated across the
first floor toward the west at a rapid rate (under three seconds), and at a lower level. Ring Video 3 depicts the fire
dying down with increasing smoke conditions. Ring Video 4 shows a large eruption of fire. This sequence would
be caused by the buildup of smoke and hot gasses decreasing the flames, then a sudden introduction of air possibly
from additional windows becoming compromised. The 6mph northerly wind would have assisted in pushing the
fire toward the interior of the structure.
Fire patterns throughout the interior in the form of calcified drywall decreased in intensity to burned paint, and
then soot deposition on the walls decreased to the east and west away from the great room.
Mass loss of the roof structure, great room walls, and the second floor of the structure was greatest in the
immediate area of the great room and formed movement and intensity patterns establishing fire development
from the great room. This damage formed a radial fire pattern that extended from the south side center toward
the north or front of the structure. Mass loss of material of the single-story roof sections on either side of the
center diminished to an intact charred roof structure at the west. Roof damage on the east end of the structure
did not extend past the second story section and intensified toward the great room.

1

NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations, 2021 edition, §6.2.1
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An irregular shaped fire pattern on the plywood subfloor extended from the west end of the curtain wall in almost
a “Y” shape from the west side of the curtain wall toward the north east and north west areas of the great room.
The irregular shaped pattern extended down the west hallway and stopped midway down.
The fire originated at the irregular shaped fire pattern located on the great room sub flooring and extended along
the pattern throughout the first floor. As smoke and hot gasses built up and ignited, the fire extended to the
second floor, and first floor attic areas. This sequence coincides with the footage contained in Ring Video’s 3 and
4. In comparing the Ring Video times and the fire report times the fire burned undetected for approximately fortynine minutes.

Fire Cause Analysis
The analysis of a fire to determine cause involves consideration of the factors necessary for the fire to occur. These
factors include an examination of potential ignition sources, potential fuels, and the circumstances that allowed
those factors to come together and start the fire2.
There were no adverse weather conditions that would have contributed to the fire’s ignition.
New receptacles had not yet been installed in the room. There were no electrical appliances reported to be in the
room at the time of the fire. An existing receptacle was found with fire exposure damage, this receptacle was on
the outer portion of the fire pattern extending up the wall from the consumed floor area near the basement steps
and had no evidence of a fire originating from it.
Investigator Hamilton stated that a gas can was found near the west end of the curtain wall. They believed the
west window had been broken as clean glass was found at the base. During the EFI review of the Washington
Township scene photos the west end window showed a different breakage pattern compared to the adjacent
windows. Clean glass was found on the floor and collected as evidence during the EFI examination. The door
located to the west of the curtain wall had evidence of forced entry and was found to be open in the fire
department photos. Investigator Hamilton did not recall any mention of the door being forced. It is unknown if
this door had been forced prior to or after the fire department’s arrival. Investigator Hamilton stated the door to
the east to the pool room was able to be pushed open and was not latched. During the EFI examination this door
was secured with a battery-operated electronic lock that automatically locked and functioned properly. Scott
Hamilton confirmed it was the same lock on the door. The east end of the structure had the least amount of
damage, and the pool room only had light smoke damage. Either door could have provided a route of egress
during the fire.
Clean glass found during the examinations is evidence that the glass was broken prior to the fire’s ignition. Had
the glass been broken as a result of the fire or suppression activities smoke and soot accumulations would be
present on the interior facing side.
Scott, Keith, and Colton Hamilton all stated there was no gas can or gas operated equipment on the property.
Additionally, there was no evidence found of gasoline operated equipment at the property during the
examination. The only flammable liquids at the property were two stain cans and possibly brush cleaning solvents
that would have been in the room adjacent to the pool. The fire department recovered two stain cans from the

2

NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations, 2021 edition, §19.1
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second-floor debris. These cans were present at the EFI examination and were fire damaged but sealed, and both
still contained product.
The timeline created by the review of the Ring Doorbell videos identified a fire at mid-window height at
approximately 11:28p.m. and accelerated across the first floor at a rapid rate, and lower level within
approximately three seconds. Wooden structural components and ordinary combustibles would not have had
enough time to heat up, give off vapors and ignite across the structure within a three second time frame.
The rapid spread of the fire witnessed in the video recordings would be consistent with the use of an ignitable
liquid. Additionally, the irregular floor pattern absent any identifiable fuel load was also consistent with the use
of an ignitable liquid as a trailer to spread the fire between areas or rooms.
A trailer 3is a deliberately introduced fuel or manipulation of existing fuel(s) used to aid the spread of a fire from
one area to another.
Confirmation4 of the presence of a trailer is a compelling indication that the fire was incendiary.
On September 28, 2021, a laboratory report was received stating debris samples 1-5 tested negative for the
presence of ignitable liquids. Negative samples do not preclude the possibility that an ignitable liquid was utilized
and subsequently consumed by the fire. The Washington Township Fire report indicates five master stream
devices were in use during the suppression of the fire. Each would have the capability of flowing 1,000 gallons of
water per minute. This quantity of water over an extended period would certainly dilute any remaining residue.
Additionally, nearly seven months passed from the time of the fire and the EFI examination. With no roof over the
area of origin, the summertime weather elements contributed to the degradation of any potential remaining
residue.
There was an ongoing dispute with the neighborhood and the City of Dublin regarding the structure’s use as a
residential assisted care home for seniors.
During the EFI examination two potential points of unauthorized entry were identified.
A car was found parked in the driveway of 5300 Locust Hill Lane and a light, possibly motion detected, was visible
going off. The car had left the property between Ring Video 4 and Ring Video 5 which coincides with the 911 call
and the approximate time sirens would likely have been heard. Scott, Colton, and Keith Hamilton all stated the
neighbor at 5300 was a snowbird and was in Florida at the time of the fire.
Both Liberty Mutual Insurance and the sub-contractor’s insurance provided documentation to Mr. Hamilton
stating that the fire was incendiary and was committed by unknown person(s). Neither Insurance company
requested a report from their investigators.
Consideration was given for potential sources of ignition that can be destroyed by the fire or removed from the
scene, such as from a match or lighter introduced via human action5. The introduction of a heat source, such as
an open flame to combustible and/or flammable materials to intentionally ignite a fire was identified as a

3

NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations, 2021 edition, §23.2.2
NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations, 2021 edition, §23.2.2.1
5
NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations, 2021 edition, §19.5.2
4
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hypothesis for this fire’s ignition sequence6. In consideration of all other data and analysis of all other potential
ignition sequences, this hypothesis was identified as the only ignition scenario uniquely consistent with the data.

RECOMMENDATIONS
EFI Global’s file is now closed with no further recommendations at this time.

LIMITATIONS
Our services were performed in the manner defined in the Assignment section of this report. The opinions
contained within this report were limited to the circumstances associated with this loss, and are based on the
expert’s education, experience, and training. Should additional information or evidence become known, the
author reserves the right to supplement the report as necessary. Any re-use of this report or the findings,
conclusions, or recommendations presented herein without the express permission of EFI Global, Inc. is
prohibited.

Technical reviewed by:

________________________________
Kevin Sanders, IAAI-CFI, ECT, CFEI, CVFI
Branch Manager
License # 201311234045

________________________
Jeffrey K. Lowe, IAAI-CFI
East Region Fire Sciences Principal

ATTACHMENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

6

Photographs with captions
Diagram
Laboratory Report
Washington Township Fire Report
Dublin Police Report for Burglary and Fire
Weather Report

NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations, 2021 edition, §19.4.4.3

Page 14 of 14

Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
EFI Global File #: 019.02004

ATTACHMENT 1
PHOTOGRAPHS

Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
EFI Global File #: 019.02004

ATTACHMENT 2
DIAGRAM

Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
EFI Global File #: 019.02004

ATTACHMENT 3
LABORATORY REPORT

Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
EFI Global File #: 019.02004

ATTACHMENT 4
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP FIRE REPORT

Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
EFI Global File #: 019.02004

ATTACHMENT 5
DUBLIN POLICE REPORTS

Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
EFI Global File #: 019.02004

ATTACHMENT 6
WEATHER REPORT

Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
EFI Global File #: 019.02004

ATTACHMENT 1
PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo 1: Front, west end of structure.

Photo 2: Front and east end of structure.

File No.: 019.02004
Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC

Claim No.: None

Photo 3: Rear center. Pool room door.

Photo 3: Rear west end.

File No.: 019.02004
Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC

Claim No.: None

Photo 4: Pool room door, no evidence of forced entry.

Photo 5: Temporary wall across Great Room. Start of irregular fire pattern and
location of clean broken glass.

File No.: 019.02004
Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC

Claim No.: None

Photo 6: Fire Department Photo. Great room curtain wall prior to
collapse/removal. Possible window of entry circled. Door to left forced open by
unknown.

Photo 7: Forced entry damage to rear door.
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Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC

Claim No.: None

Photo 8: Rear door forcible entry damage, tool mark.
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Claim No.: None

Photo 9: West hallway before debris removal.

Photo 10: Example of shoring supporting damaged floor under Great Room.
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Claim No.: None

Photo 11: Irregular pattern on Great room floor taken from second floor.
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Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC

Claim No.: None

Photo 12: West hallway after debris removal, exposing irregular fire pattern and
floor level burning.
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Claim No.: None
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DIAGRAM

Named Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
Claim No.: NONE

5281 Locust Hill Ln. Dublin, OH 43016

EFI File No.: 019.02004

N

LOCATION OF BROKEN WINDOW PER FD AND FIRE ORIGIN
TEMPORARY WALL

FORCED REAR DOOR

S1

S3
S2
S4
S5

NOT TO SCALE
This diagram is for illustrative purposes only

Named Insured: Ottercreek Group LLC
Claim No.: NONE

5281 Locust Hill Lane Dublin, Ohio 43017

EFI File No.: 019.02004

TEMPORARY WALL

NOT TO SCALE
This diagram is for illustrative purposes only
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ATTACHMENT 3
LABORATORY REPORT

Forensic Laboratory Report
EFI Global File No: 019.02004
Insured:

Date of Loss:
Claim No.:

Ottercreek Group, LLC
5281 Locust Hill Lane
Dublin, OH 43017
02-10-21
N/A

September 28, 2021
Prepared For:
Address
City, State Zip

Scott Hamilton, Ottercreek Group, LLC
21865 Shirk Road
Marysville, OH 43040

EVIDENCE SUBMITTED AND TESTING RESULTS
On September 27, 2021, five samples were submitted to the EFI Global Laboratory by investigator Kevin Sanders via
FedEx. It was requested the samples be analyzed for the presence of identifiable ignitable liquid residues.
Item
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Evidence Description
Fire Debris
Fire Debris
Fire Debris
Fire Debris
Fire Debris

Location
East Great Room
Northwest Great Room Entry
West Wall Great Room
East End Hallway
West End Hallway

Result
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative

The samples will be stored by EFI Global until written authorization for disposal or transfer of the evidence is received.
Due to the corrosive nature of some fire debris, container integrity cannot be guaranteed for prolonged storage.

ANALYSIS PERFORMED
The samples were tested utilizing passive headspace concentration utilizing charcoal absorption of vapor concentration
(ASTM E1412-19) and analyzed utilizing gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS) following the methodology of
ASTM E1618-19. The spectra obtained were compared to known ILR standards and to the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) Database.

CONCLUSIONS
The samples did not contain measurable levels of ignitable liquids. Please note: negative results do not preclude the
presence of ignitable liquids at the time of the loss.
If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us at 916-316-3316.
Respectfully submitted:

Smith Purdum
Chemical Laboratory Specialist

Reviewed by:

David Brien
Chemical Laboratory Manager

555 Menlo Drive, Suite D | Rocklin, CA, 95765| PHONE 916-316-3316 | www.efiglobal.com
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WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP FIRE REPORT
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Day

X

02

*

Arrival

*

02

10
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Resources *
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section if an Apparatus or
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Apparatus

0016
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Personnel Property

0037
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EMS

X

Check box if resource counts
include aid received resources.

Completed Modules H1* CasualtiesX None H 3
Deaths Injuries N
X Fire-2
Fire
X Structure-3
1
Service
Civil Fire Cas.-4
2
Fire Serv. Cas.-5
3
Civilian
EMS-6
4
H2 Detector
HazMat-7
5
Required for Confined Fires.
Wildland Fire-8
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X Apparatus-9
7
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Arson-11
0
U Unknown
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Study Value
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$

,

$

,
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$

,
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$

,

141 ,
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Hazardous Materials Release

I

Mixed Use Property
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NN
Assembly use
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Education use
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Medical use
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Residential use
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Row of stores
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Enclosed mall
53
Bus. & Residential
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Office use
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Industrial use
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Military use
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Farm use
65
Other mixed use
00

None
Natural Gas:
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Special
Study ID#

Required for all fires if known. Optional
for non fires.
None

PRE-INCIDENT VALUE:

Other

Playground or park
Crops or orchard
Forest (timberland)
Outdoor storage area
Dump or sanitary landfill
Open land or field

01 95
Alarms

Local Option

Last Unit
Cleared

G1

Outside

Shift or
Platoon

LAST UNIT CLEARED, required except for wildland fires

X

Church, place of worship
Restaurant or cafeteria
Bar/Tavern or nightclub
Elementary school or kindergarten
High school or junior high
College, adult education
Care facility for the aged
Hospital

1

2021 00:17:02

10

Controlled

Their
Incident Number

Structures

Hr Min Sec

Year

ALARM always required

& Alarms

Local Option

CONTROLLED Optional, Except for wildland fires

25123

Additional Action Taken (3)

E 2 Shift

ARRIVAL required, unless canceled or did not arrive

Additional Action Taken (2)

WTFD

0062
LN

OH

Suppression

124
655
669
807
919
931

No Activity

Street Type

Primary Action Taken (1)

131
161
162
213
215
241
311
331

*

Census Tract

Dublin

Extinguishment by fire

Property Use*
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NFIRS -1
Basic

Change

Street or Highway

X

J

*

City

Actions Taken *
11

000

Locust Hill

Aid Given or Received*
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Incident Number
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Number/Milepost Prefix

Incident Type

Mutual aid received
1
2 X Automatic aid recv.
3 Mutual aid given
Automatic aid given
4
Other
aid given
5
None
N

21-0000566

Check this box to Indicate that the address for this incident is provided on the Wildland Fire
Module In Section B "Alternative Location Specification". Use only for Wildland fires.

C Incident Type *
Building fire
111
D

Delete

91

slow leak, no evauation or HazMat actions

Propane gas: <21 lb. tank (as in home BBQ grill)
Gasoline: vehicle fuel tank or portable container
Kerosene: fuel burning equipment or portable storage
Diesel fuel/fuel oil: vehicle fuel tank or portable
Household solvents: home/office spill, cleanup only
Motor oil: from engine or portable container
Paint: from paint cans totaling < 55 gallons
Other: Special HazMat actions required or spill

> 55gal.,

Please complete the HazMat form

341 Clinic,clinic type infirmary
342 Doctor/dentist office
361 Prison or jail, not juvenile
419 1-or 2-family dwelling
429 Multi-family dwelling
439 Rooming/boarding house
449 Commercial hotel or motel
459 X Residential, board and care
464 Dormitory/barracks
519 Food and beverage sales
936 Vacant lot
938 Graded/care for plot of land
946 Lake, river, stream
951 Railroad right of way
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961 Highway/divided highway
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Motor vehicle/boat sales/repair
Gas or service station
Business office
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Laboratory/science lab
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Non-residential parking garage
Warehouse
Construction site
Industrial plant yard

Lookup and enter a Property Use code only if
you have NOT checked a Property Use box:

Property Use

459

Residential board and care
NFIRS-1 Revision 03/11/99

25013

02/10/2021
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K1

Person/Entity Involved
Local Option

Check This Box if
same address as
incident location.
Then skip the three
duplicate address
lines.

Mr.,Ms., Mrs. First Name

Number

-

Business name (if applicable)

Area Code

MI

Prefix

Last Name

Suffix

Street or Highway

Street Type

Apt./Suite/Room

Post Office Box

Phone Number

Suffix

City

State

Zip Code

More people involved? Check this box and attach Supplemental Forms (NFIRS-1S) as necessary

K 2 Owner

Same as person involved?
Then check this box and skip
The rest of this section.

Check this box if
same address as
incident location.
Then skip the three
duplicate address
lines.

Mr.,Ms., Mrs. First Name

Number

-

Business name (if Applicable)

Local Option

Area Code

MI

Prefix

Last Name

Suffix

Street or Highway

Street Type

Apt./Suite/Room

Post Office Box

Phone Number

Suffix

City

State

L

Zip Code

Remarks
Local Option

02/12/2021 06:51:57 PM tharris
Washington units dispatched to the listed address on the report of smoke coming from the
roof of a structure. After getting enroute BN91 received radio traffic from NRECC that the
report was updated to flames through the roof with the roof looking like it was going to
collapse. BN91 made the response upgraded to a working fire incident. The time was
approximately 0020 with a temp of 11F. E95 was the first piece to mark on scene with a size
up of a large residential structure, heavy smoke and fire showing on the second floor, signs
of active construction on the property with a large dumpster in front, completing a 360 and
stretching an attack line. BN91 arrived shortly after E95 and assumed command, stated that
we would be in the defensive strategy. Command then contacted L91 and advised them to place
their vehicle on the delta side and prepare for elevated operations. E95 initiated an
exterior attack with a hand line and tank water. E95 officer contacted E92 and told them to
set up water supply to E95. As L91 had just arrived Command diverted E92 to supply L91 and
then to E95. E91 arrived and parked behind E92 and supplied manpower. SQ91 crew assisted L91
in the bucket, M95 crew dressed and took assignments, M92 crew was the fire ground medic.
P94 contacted command and gave information on the structure and the compartmentation
hazards. He also advised that the structure had a sprinkler connection but was unsure of the
serviceability. Crews on scene believed that no sprinkler activation had occurred with the
advanced state of the fire. It was also noted that no strobes or audible alarms were
sounding either. The structure was in the process of being converted into a group home for
the elderly. Crews had two master stream Mercury nozzles working from the ground, 1 on
Alpha, 1 on Charlie. There were two master streams flowing from the elevated ladder. This
attack was making little headway. Command called for L81 to respond. On their arrival
command had L81 raise and they also began two elevated master streams. Other hand lines were

L

Authorization
212
Officer in charge ID

Check
Box if
same
as Officer Member making report ID
in charge.

WTFD

X

212

Harris, Jr., Thomas L
Signature

Harris, Jr., Thomas L
Signature

02

BCP
Position or rank

Assignment

Month

Assignment

Month

02

BCP
Position or rank

25013

02/10/2021

10

2021
Year

Day

12
Day

2021
Year

21-0000566

25013
FDID

*

MM
2

OH
State

*

DD
10

Incident Date

YYYY
2021

*

91
Station

21-0000566
Incident Number

*

Complete
Narrative

000
Exposure

*

Narrative:
02/12/2021 06:51:57 PM tharris
Washington units dispatched to the listed address on the report of smoke coming from the roof
of a structure. After getting enroute BN91 received radio traffic from NRECC that the report
was updated to flames through the roof with the roof looking like it was going to collapse.
BN91 made the response upgraded to a working fire incident. The time was approximately 0020
with a temp of 11F. E95 was the first piece to mark on scene with a size up of a large
residential structure, heavy smoke and fire showing on the second floor, signs of active
construction on the property with a large dumpster in front, completing a 360 and stretching
an attack line. BN91 arrived shortly after E95 and assumed command, stated that we would be
in the defensive strategy. Command then contacted L91 and advised them to place their vehicle
on the delta side and prepare for elevated operations. E95 initiated an exterior attack with
a hand line and tank water. E95 officer contacted E92 and told them to set up water supply to
E95. As L91 had just arrived Command diverted E92 to supply L91 and then to E95. E91 arrived
and parked behind E92 and supplied manpower. SQ91 crew assisted L91 in the bucket, M95 crew
dressed and took assignments, M92 crew was the fire ground medic. P94 contacted command and
gave information on the structure and the compartmentation hazards. He also advised that the
structure had a sprinkler connection but was unsure of the serviceability. Crews on scene
believed that no sprinkler activation had occurred with the advanced state of the fire. It
was also noted that no strobes or audible alarms were sounding either. The structure was in
the process of being converted into a group home for the elderly. Crews had two master stream
Mercury nozzles working from the ground, 1 on Alpha, 1 on Charlie. There were two master
streams flowing from the elevated ladder. This attack was making little headway. Command
called for L81 to respond. On their arrival command had L81 raise and they also began two
elevated master streams. Other hand lines were in place knocking down smaller spot fires.
Fire progressed through the majority of the structure. There was a large indoor pool area
filled with construction materials that was saved from the fire. All streams were flowing for
approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes. Gas and electric were shut off early into the fire. P94
arrived and provided technical assistance with the structure. The sprinkler connection was
accessed and charged but appeared not to flow water so it was disconnected. Eventually, all
water operations were ceased and command and crews reassessed the structure. At that time
there were only a few spot fires that were attacked with firefighters by making entry in to
safe portions of the structure. Situation was contained and companies began to be released.
Q93 and E83 were called to the scene to assist crews with clean up and then stay for fire
watch. Q93 continued to extinguish small fires until shift change, at which time E95 crew
from 2 Unit came to the scene to maintain it for prevention and their investigation. There
was never an actual primary or secondary preformed due to the extent of the fire and the fact
that the building was under renovation. There were no firefighter injuries. There may be
additions to this report.

WTFD

25013

02/10/2021
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DUBLIN POLICE REPORTS
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ATTACHMENT 6
WEATHER REPORT

ATTACHMENT 7
Insurance Carrier Information

Sworn Statement in Proof of Loss: Actual Cash Value and Replacement Cost

Event #:

This form must be signed and notarized at the bottom of the page. Complete all sections.
Claim
BMO589884293
23894159

Policy
Number

Policy
Amount

Number

Effective
Dates

BLDG Mat. Lim. $895,572, Existing BLDG Lim. $900,000

7/12/2020

to 7/12/2021

(mm/dd/yyyy)

by the above numbered policy insured OTTERCREEK GROUP LLC

The Ohio Casualty Ins Co

(Policy Holder)

(Underwriting Company)

under said policy, and according to the terms and conditions, all forms and endorsements attached thereto.
TIME AND ORIGIN: A fire

(state kind)

day of February

2021

occurred about the hour of 12:15 AM

on the 10th

at 5821 Locust Hill Lane, Dublin, OH 43017

The cause and origin of the loss was: intentionally set fire by an unknown person at this time
OCCUPANCY: The building described, or containing the property described, was occupied at the time of the loss as follows, and for
no other purpose whatever:
TITLE AND INTEREST: At the time of loss the interest of the insured in the property described was
and no other person(s) had any interest therein or encumbrance thereon except:
CHANGES: Since the said policy was acquired there has been no assignment thereof, or change of ownership or interest, use,
occupancy, possession, location or exposure of the property, except:
1. Replacement Cost of Property: at the time of loss ....................................................
2. Replacement or Repair Cost: at the time of the loss was ..........................................
3. Applicable Depreciation or Betterment: .................................................................

$
$ 900,254.23
$ 83,057.88

4. Actual Cash Value Loss: (line 2 minus line 3) ...........................................................

$ 817,196.35

$ 1,000.00
5. Deductible: .............................................................................................................
$ 816,196.35
6. ACTUAL CASH VALUE CLAIM: (line 4 minus line 5) .......................................
7. Replacement Cost Claim, Eligibility Requirement: The insured must first comply with the terms and conditions of the
replacement cost provisions of the policy. If the insured elects to file a replacement cost claim, said supplemental claim must be filed
within a reasonable time, but no later than Existing Building is insured at actual cash value.
The amount should not exceed The depreciation is non-recoverable as the existing building is insured at actual cash value.
STATEMENT OF INSURED: The insured under the above numbered policy, hereby claims and agrees to accept from the insurer,
in Full satisfaction and indemnity for the replacement cost of all claims of loss or damage, the sum of $816,196.35
($377,994.82 Existing Building Actual Cash Value Measure less ded. plus $438,201.53 for the existing building materials damage)
Nothing has been done by or with the insured’s knowledge or consent to violate the conditions of the policy or render it void; no
articles are mentioned herein or in annexed schedules, but such as were damaged or destroyed at the time of the loss; no property
saved has been in any manner concealed, and no attempt to deceive the said company as to the extent of said loss has in any manner
been made, and no material fact is withheld of which the company should be informed
Any other information that may be required will be furnished and be considered part of this proof. It is expressly understood that the furnishing of this
blank form to the insured, or any investigation undertaken, or the preparing of proof of loss by a company representative, is not a waiver of any of its rights.

Loss
State
OH

Any person who, with intent to defraud or knowing that he is facilitating a fraud against an insurer, submits an application or files a claim
containing a false or deceptive statement is guilty of insurance fraud.

State of __________________________

Insured _________________________________________
Print name and company

County of ________________________

Signature & title __________________________________

Subscribed and sworn to me this _____ day of ______________ 20 ____

____________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC OR JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

ACV-RC POL July-2014

